
Seedlings for Sustainable Habitat Restoration Act of 2023

(S.1164 / H.R.5015)

The Seedlings for Sustainable Habitat Restoration Act was introduced in the Senate by Sen. Ben
Ray Lujan (D-NM), Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) and Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM) and in the House by
Rep. Leger Fernandez (D-NM-03). The legislation ensures that funding from the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law of 2021 is available to support the development of seedling nurseries to
improve and expand reforestation efforts. Specifically, the bill would:

● Authorize the Secretary of Agriculture, acting through the Chief of the Forest Service, to
enter into contracts, grants and agreements to carry out certain ecosystem restoration
activities

● Clarify that funding from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law is available for the
development of seedling nurseries at state forestry agencies, local or non-profit entities
and institutions of higher education

The Seedlings for Sustainable Habitat Restoration Act has the potential to significantly aid in
forest recovery fromwildfires. From 2001 to 2021, the nation lost 11.1 million hectares of tree
cover fromwildfires and 33.1 million hectares from all other loss. Although the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law provides funding for replanting programs, it does not address the need for
expanded nurseries. The Seedlings for Sustainable Habitat Restoration Act rectifies this
omission by providing funding for crucial seedling nurseries to further our nationʼs progress
toward resilient forestry. The bill complements another one of CCL̓ s secondary asks, the Save
our Sequoias Act, through aiding its regeneration efforts.

On April 16, 2024, the House version of the Seedlings for Sustainable Habitat Restoration Act was
voted out of the Committee on Natural Resources by unanimous consent. It now awaits action by
the full House. The Senate companion was referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry on March 3, 2023, where it awaits review.
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