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The top 10 new things
you can do in Blackboard®

Learn Ultra today

1. Announcements and Assessments in the Top Navigation Bar

Announcements play a pivotal role in an LMS/VLE by facilitating centralized communication, timely

updates, course reminders, query resolutions, and student engagement.

To enrich your experience, we've orchestrated a significant change. Announcements have been
migrated from the Details & Actions menu to the top navigation bar, liberating the menu from clutter
and optimizing its efficiency. Now, announcements shine in the spotlight they rightly deserve,

accessible to you anywhere within a course.

The best part? All the familiar features and functionalities of announcements remain unaltered.

Chemistry 101

Now, you can effortlessly navigate between different assessment sections using tabs, including
Content and Settings, Submissions, Student Activity, and Question Analysis. Our goal is to optimize
your efficiency and provide a more streamlined assessment management experience, ensuring you

can focus on what matters most: teaching.
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Assessment tests

Travel between galaxies

Q@ © vsibleto students ~

Contentand Settings  Submissions (0)  Student Activity  Question Analysis

Assignment Settings &

s e

' Allow students to add content at end of assessment

2. Progress Tracking and Start/Continue/Completed Options for Learning Modules

To enhance the learning experience, our Progress Tracking feature now offers greater visibility for
students, and they can be updated on What's New, What's Due, and What Comes Next. Previously,
students had to expand a module to get an overview of their progress within the learning materials.
To save time and improve clarity, a progress summary for learning modules is now displayed at the

top level, eliminating the need for unnecessary clicks.

Course Content @ Q

Introduction to Space Exploration

This week, you will learn about the history of space exploration, notable figures in the field of space exploration, and the significance of
space exploration in the 21st century,

Continue 1 of 5 completed S I ~

The Solar System

During the second week, you will learn about our solar system and the nature and structure of its celestial objects, including planets,
asteroids, and other phenomena.

® Start Not started v

By simply hovering over the progress bar, students can easily gauge how much content they have

completed, started, or are yet to begin.
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Course Content @ Q

Introduction to Space Exploration

This week, you will learn about the history of space exploration, notable figures in the field of space
exploration, and the significance of space exploration in the 215t century.

Continue 20f 5 completed  Cm—————— ~

You've started 2 out of 5 released items

@ Introduction to Space Exploration
@ Note Worthy Figures of Space

® Significance of Space Exploration

@ The Future of Space Exploration

est my Knowledge
Due date: 6/2/23, 12:00 AM

Additionally, we have introduced user-friendly options for students to Start or Continue their progress
within a learning module with just a single selection. These options are smartly tailored based on the
student's progress, seamlessly guiding them to the next incomplete item or the beginning of the

module.

Course Content @ Q

Introduction to Space Exploration

This week, you will learn about the history of space exploration, notable figures in the field of space
exploration, and the significance of space exploration in the 21st century.

Not started v

The Solar System

During the second week, you will learn about our solar system and the nature and structure of its celestial
objects, including planets, asteroids, and other phenomena.

Continue 3ofScompleted  Cnm——— v

Spacecraft and Technology

Week three delves into the technology that enables space exploration. You will learn about types of
spacecraft, space probes, and communicatien and navigational technology.

/' Completed v

To further improve clarity, the learning module displays a Completed status whenever a student
progresses through the contents or otherwise marks content as complete. We have also configured
the button text to reflect as Continue whenever an instructor adds new content or when a student
revisits previously completed work, providing a gentle nudge to the students to reengage with the

content.
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3. Resizing Media

When it comes to course design, instructors often strive to incorporate media that can make the
learning experience more engaging. Students may find it essential to include media in their
discussions or assessment responses. In the past, it had always been inconvenient to resize media,
but not anymore.

With our new and intuitive enhancements, it's never been easier to resize media. You can now resize
items seamlessly by dragging a corner or via keyboard navigation. Supported media types include
images, videos, and media inserted via URL.

ULTRA-DESIGN-101

New Document

by T Av 0y B I U - By Sy v D & Omsert
named Arthur F. Curtis invented the "quick brown fox" pangram to address this.

) ?‘

ULTRA-DESIGN-101
New Document
Av B M+ v B I U = Br = 9+ D & Omsen
amed Arthur F. Curtis invented the "quick brown fox" pangram to address this.
@
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ULTRA-DESIGN-101

New Document

by T Ay v B I U - By Ev v D & Oinsertv

; 3 THE TS MO UTe TE00 ook Y TR DTS O TorTT

(starting with "The") became more common even though it s slightly longer than the original (starting with "A").

A 1908 edition of the Los Angeles Herald Sunday Magazine records that when the New York Herald was equipping an office with
typewriters "a few years ago”, staff found that the common practice sentence of now is the time for all good men to come to the aid of the
party” did not familiarize typists with the entire alphabet, and ran onto two lines in a newspaper column. They write that a staff member
named Arthur F. Curtis invented the "quick brown fox” pangram to address this.

Edit File Options X

* Display Name

Fox and Dog

Image Type

0 This image is decorative and doesn't require alternative
text

Alternative Text

Fox and Dog

File Options
© View and download
O View only

O Download only

CIOSB

ULTRA-DESIGN-101

New Document

v Ty v B B I U = By v v 9 & @nsert~

e EaTTESTRITOWI T USe-OT tTe-PriTaseSTrrTg
(starting with "The") became more common even though it is slightly longer than the original (starting with "

A 1908 edition of the Los Angeles Herald Sunday Magazine records that when the New York Herald was equipping an office with
typewriters "a few years ago", staff found that the common practice sentence of "now is the time for all good men to come to the aid of the
party" did not familiarize typists with the entire alphabet, and ran onto two lines in a newspaper column. They write that a staff member

named Arthur F. Curtis invented the "quick brown fox" pangram to address this.

Word count: 307

S
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Note: Resizing media is not supported on mobile devices.

4. Formative Label and Gradebook Filter

Formative assessment stands as a cornerstone in the teaching and learning landscape. Its essential
role lies in informing and shaping instruction, guiding learning pathways, and supporting students'

ongoing progress.

You, our clients, posted in the Idea Exchange and requested a way to identify formative assessments
more easily. When work on this feature began, it was the number one idea in the formative
assessment area. That idea has become a reality, and instructors can apply a formative label to

assessments.
When selected, this label serves as an indicator and appears to instructors in the following areas:

« Course Content page - on assessments set as formative
+ Testand Assignment settings

«  Gradebook list and grid views

+  Question Analysis table view of assessments

+  Student Overview

«  Student Activity Overview

Learn more about excluding grades from grade calculations.
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Turned off until you add questions
Prohibit backtracking
Randomize questions

Turned off until you add questions
Randomize answers

Turned off until you add questions
Randomize pages

Do not randomize first page

Formative Tools

M Formative assessment
This is not automatically excluded from any grade
calculations.

M Display formative label to students

Grading & Submissions
Grade category

Test
Attempts allowed

1
Grade using
Points

Maximum points

100 [©)

e

Instructors may choose to display this label to students. This helps to inform students that an
assessment is formative in its purpose. When displayed to students, the label appears in these areas:

« Course Content page - on assessments set as formative

« Assessment panel before starting an attempt

+ Assessment Details & Information panel during and after an assessment
« Assessment header when viewing a submission

« Gradebook

s

Content  Calendar Messages  Analytics
Course Faculty Course Content Q
No course faculty
Phase 1: Professional Issues - Software Patent A

This phase should take approximately 1 week to complete. You will study the main software patents
Details & Actions followed by discussion, an assignment, and quiz.

(D Progress Tracking ©
on
o8-
[0 Class Collaborate O |=| Computer Requirements

join session ~
Please make sure to take a look at this!

Attendance

View your attendance
4§t Groups o) @ Software Patents /.
View groups [0 join Due date: 8/25/23, 12:00 AM | Formative

2 Books &.Tools
i

View course & institution tools .
£fy Microsoft Teams [e] Software patents features

Enable t Te:

o C Discussion 1: Software patents challenges
@ Due date: 2/9/21, 3:00 AM

Read the article: Patenting intellectual property for artificial intelligence as complex as some Al code
and share your thoughts with the class: Why do you think software patents are important for AI?
What are going to be the software patent ...

In the Gradebook grid view, instructors can filter assessments by formative or summative type.
Formative assessments are those with the formative setting selected. Summative assessments are

those that do not have the formative setting selected.
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Gradebook

Filters

Clear All

Students

l Search by first name or last name v J

Groups

‘ Search by group v ‘

Gradable Items

[ Search gradebook v J

Assessment Type
Formative

O summative

Categories

O Assignment
O Auendance
[ categories.wiki.name
O piscussion
0 exam

O Homework
O Journal

[ presentation
O Quiz

O Test

5. Upload Questions from a File to Tests and Assignments

Crafting questions for tests or assignments is notorious for its time-consuming nature. This labor-
intensive process involves manual drafting, careful selection, and the individual transfer of each
question directly into test assignments or question banks. And let's not overlook the critical step of
adding the accompanying answers. When confronted with a vast number of questions, the time

investment required only intensifies, presenting instructors with a daunting challenge.

By crafting questions offline in a text file (tab-delimited TXT file) and leveraging tools like
Spreadsheets, instructors can now easily upload and edit their questions in Learn Ultra, enjoying the
same convenience as if they were created within the test, assignment, or question bank itself.

Supported question types include:

Multiple choice/multiple answer
« Trueffalse

+ Essay

«  Fillin the blank

«  Fillin multiple blanks

«  Numeric response
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6. New Native Bulk Conversion Options: Accelerate Learn Ultra Adoption

We recognize the challenges that come with converting courses one by one, particularly when
dealing with larger and more complex Learn Original courses. That's why we offer administrators two
new time-saving alternatives in Learn Ultra: Bulk Convert or Bulk Copy and Convert. These options
enable administrators to effortlessly convert a substantial number of courses, maximizing efficiency
and expediting the adoption of the Learn Ultra Course View.
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Courses

Create Course Enrol Users Backup Actions

Search: Course Name w Notblank v ano Date Created Before v 01

Associate Availability: Delete Bulk Convert Actions

DATE COURSE
STAT RSE NAM
STATUS COURSEID COURSE NAME CREATED FILES
= 06/09/21
00 Test 12:28 Original
0000 UltraTestCourse Vel Ulra
11:55
11/05/22
Q 000000-origina 000000-original Original

22:54

Please review the Help documentation for Bulk Convert and Bulk Copy and Convert before using

them. You may want to enable the extra level of content nesting on the Course Content page before
using either option. Having the extra level can help with conversion.

7. Flexible Grading

Flexible Grading is a new, efficient assessment grading experience that provides intuitive and
streamlined navigation, eliminates artificial barriers to grading, and saves time and effort when
navigating from student to student or question to question.

Flexible Grading capabilities allow you to:

« Grade by question or student

« Filter on grading status of choice

« Navigate between students and multiple submission attempts
« Keep track of your grading process

+ View both the attempt and the final grade for each assessment
+  Provide meaningful feedback with or without a rubric

« Grade inline using Blackboard Annotate

« Collapse side panels to view more of the student submission
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» Post all grades when ready

Supported assessment grading configurations within Flexible Grading allow for individual student test

and assignment submissions, single and multiple attempts, grading with rubrics, and SafeAssign.

Other assessment configurations will continue to route through to the current grading experience.

There is no loss of grading functionality for anonymous submissions, group submissions, two graders

per student, and peer review.

Flexible Grading will come to these assessment configurations in future releases.

For more information and to download a copy of the Flexible Grading adoption resource, please refer

to the Community site blog post: https://community.anthology.com/blogs/8/1242

X Test with essay questions
students Questions 0 @um v

ol ‘I . Alexander Berg.

SUBMITTED 2/15/23, 10:19 PM

@)

Answer

Lorem ips:

11722 stempts gradec

What discovery is Tycho Brahe most

s/

Example of a correct response

Anna Smith
SUBMITTED 2/15/23, 5:35 PM

Answer

Instructor view of grading a test by question; the Needs Grading filter is applied
to filter out any automatically graded questions.
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x Test with essay questions

ica Clarl
Students Questions (<] Jussica Clasic Final Grade e
ATTEMPT 272 (SUBMITTED 2115723, 548 PM) = ({44760 Liststemptwith  grade

SUBMISSION RECEIPT: S9E849C411ABACT6A032C10A70807883 )

oy - A~

@ -
Homwmanyings doesSsu

Correct
. Jessica Clark AT
- ©8is correc

®s
@ -
’ ®
e:

. 8 jim Gibson »
2 Show feedback +
@ - or my -

felis, quis mattis orem sollctuin et. Aenean feugiat libero a placerat luctus. Interdum et malesuada fames ac ante ipsum primis in faucibus. I sed pretium risus, id

nsectetur adipiscing elit. Aenean sed justo mauris. Mauris bibendum vitae lacus eu sagittis. Vestibulum semper ex vel ex venenatis
rmentum tempus. Pellentesque viverra faucibus bibendum. Cras fringila sapien sed lorem scelerisque mattis. Mauris venenatis orci

. Peter Jansen Cave

@ e

4 iaculis. Sed ac feugiat nibh. Duis finibus tortor purus, ac mattis lorem ultrices ac. Pellentesque nunc metus,
loborti eleifend posuere quis, vulputate eu dolor. Vivamus tempus laoreet dolor. Praesent sit amet felis

tibulum massa. Sed eget tortor ipsum. d faucibus lectus

Instructor view of grading a test by question.

X Assignment - multiple attempts

" Nathalie Andersson Final Grade
Students (<] ) 6875/100
ATTEMPT 373 SUBMITTED 2/15/23,531 PM) - (EERGRISI00 [F———

~Grading tatus 7‘

Al Grading Statuses SUBMISSION RECEIT: 7C221BBaZ6AD2BBSGESEIAZGEFIA0 (@)

jathalie Andersson Overall Feedback ~
@ G e
V4

Alexander Berg T
' sugbgilumilbuhfsligubhiig

& Grading Rubric ~

Nina Blake
s Submission 6875/100 ©

What Is Machine ool el
Learning? A Definition.

Criterion 1

Claudia Crawtord
. [ ] = Machine learning is an application of artificial intelligence = @ v
(Al) that provides systems the ability to automatically learn
and improve from experience without being explicitly Criterion 2 @ v
. programmed. Machine learning focuses on the
of that can access
data and use it to learn for themselves.
. Sandra Jacobs. The process of learning begins with observations or data,
‘ such as examples, direct experience, or instruction, in Excellent >
order to look for patterns in data and make better decisions

2 jim Gibson

Criterion 3 @

in the future based on the examples that we provide. The ey &
Ehicslanasn - primary aim is to allow the computers learn
without human intervention or

Instructor view of grading an assignment with a rubric.

8. Learning Module Image

Learning Modules offer a valuable means to arrange and structure course content effectively. We are
excited to introduce a new enhancement that allows you to elevate the visual appeal of your course.
With the newly added image support for Learning Modules, you can now enhance the overall
aesthetics and make content identification even more seamless.

To add an image to a Learning Module, instructors can edit the module.
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RG-SE

Space Exploration

@ Course Settings

Calendar  Announcements  Discussions ~ Gradebook ~Messages  Analytics  Groups 78 student Preview

Course Faculty Course Content @ Q-

o Richard Gibbons
msRucion The Science of Space Travel @
v

? Dom Gore. @ Visible to students -

A InsTRUCTOR This week focuses on the science and engineering behind space travel. Studer]
and orbital mechanics, They will alsa understand the space environment, the |
gravity, and the effects of long-term space travel.

- Y
Details & Actions @ Delete

¥.

1
B3 Student Progress pe

To edit the Learning Module, select edit from the Learning Module ellipsis menu.

Space Exploration

The Science of Spac...
® Visible to students -

Description

This week focuses on the science and
engineering behind space travel. Students will
learn about rocket propulsion, gravity, and
orbital mechanics. They will also understand the
space environment, the differences between
micro-gravity and normal gravity, and the effects
of long-term space travel.

p

Maximum 750 characters

Image

Advance in sequence
Students can access
sequence

module’s content in

A course link cannot be added to a learning module
when a forced sequence is activated

(] Forced Sequence

el _

The instructor can select “Add image” or the image button.

Instructors can drag and drop an image of their choice or upload one from their device.
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Insertimage X

Image Source

(1) Upload from Device

m
Drag files here
Suppot PEG, PNG
Maximum size: 10,240 MB
or

Upload file

Cancel  Next >

Drag and drop the image or select "Upload file."

The image appears in preview. This helps the instructor ensure that the desired image is selected.

Insertimage X

Image Source

(1) Upload from Device

Space Exploration.jpg 5]

Image preview.

Instructors can drag the image and modify the zoom to select the focal point of the image.
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Insertimage X

Space Exploration.jpg

Drag or zoom the image to select the focal point.

Instructors can mark the image as decorative or provide appropriate alternative text.

® Visible to students -

Description

This week focuses on the science and
engineering behind space travel. Students will
learn about rocket propulsion, gravity, and
orbital mechanics. They will also understand the
space environment, the differences between
micro-gravity and normal gravity, and the effects
of long-term space travel.

Maximum 750 characters

Image B @

Accessibility

An image description makes it easier to connect the image to
its context and allows people with visual impairments to
perceive the image. Learn how to desc

Alternative text

Mark the image as decorative

This image

Cancel

Accessibility settings for Learning Module image.
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RGSE @ Course Settings

Space Exploration

Content Calendar Announcements Discussions Gradebook Messages Analytics  Groups & Student Preview

Course Faculty Course Content @ Qe

o Richard Gibbons
INsTRUCTOR The Science of Space Travel

Dom Gore @ Visible to students ~
| Jead =

This week focuses on the science and engineering behind space travel. Students will learn about rocket
propulsion, gravity, and orbital mechanics. They will also understand the space environment, the differences
between micro-gravity and normal gravity, and the effects of long-term space travel.

Details & Actions

Learning Module image on Course Content page.

9. Ultra Accessibility Checker

Embracing accessibility to foster inclusive learning experiences and meaningful engagement is central
to our mission. To support instructors in this endeavor, we are delighted to introduce the Ultra
Accessibility Checker (Powered by Anthology Ally). This powerful tool scans content in the content
editor for Learn Ultra Documents, helping instructors effortlessly identify and resolve accessibility

issues.

ally-ultra-wysiwyg-dev

Vincent Van Gogh introduction ﬂ 64% | | @ Hidden from student &

Content  Student Progress

b B A- - B I U B 5 9-|2 ¢ ¢ 6

Instructor view — Learn Ultra Documents content editor with Score Gauge indicator.

Instructors will find the Score Gauge indicator visible while active in the content editor of Learn Ultra
Documents. Instructors can select the Score Gauge to view the Instructor Feedback panel, which
presents actionable suggestions for addressing accessibility matters at scale. Instructors can also
view the content editor in a preview. Furthermore, the Score Gauge provides a live score, effectively
flagging any accessibility issues during content creation and editing.

The Score Gauge displays only while an instructor is actively creating or editing content in the content
editor for the Learn Ultra Documents. The Ultra Accessibility Checker does not provide any additional

checking or guidance for files, reporting, or alternative formats.
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Toxt fragments with
insufficient contrast v Accessibility score for:
Module 1: Vincent Van Gogh

4

Lov T - %~ B I U = H- - T- 9 ¢ & ¢ O~

64% Ausuos

Cunmanelinconin )

This item contains text with
Vincent van Gogh (30 March 1853 - 29 July 1890) was a Dutch Post-Impressionist painter who is among the most famous and influential insufficient contrast
figures in the history of Western art. In just over a decade he created about 2,100 artworks, including around 860 ol paintings. They include
landscapes, still lifes, portraits and self-portraits, and are characterized by bold colors and dramatic, impulsive and expressive brushwork
that contributed to the foundations of modern art. His suicide at 37 followed years of mental iliness and poverty.

Van Gogh was unsuccessful during his lifetime, and was considered a madman and a failure. He became famous after his suicide, and exists
in the public imagination as the

the artist “where d d d creativity converge”.

Try one of these colors instead:
His reputation began to grow in the early 20th century as elements of his painting style came to be incorporated by the Fauves and the
German Expressionists. He attained widespread critical, commercial and popular success over the ensuing decades, and is remembered as .. - -
animportant but tragic painter, whose troubled personality typifies the romantic ideal of the tortured artist.
o [ Apply to all 4 occumrences
App
Value Value Value Value C
Value Value value Value
Value Value Value Value

Instructor View - Score Gauge and suggestions for fixing accessibility issues.

10. Google Integration: Google Workspace files

Our partnership with Google brings you a new LTl integration for Google Workspace tools in Learn.
This new intuitive workflow allows instructors to add Google Workspace files to the course content
area, learning modules, and folders.

File linking for Google Workspace has many benefits for instructors and students alike. File linking
minimizes duplicate copies of files within courses, not only reducing on-screen clutter but also
optimizing storage space. Linking also allows instructors to edit the file, ensuring that it is always
current no matter what link a student is accessing it from, an approach that streamlines the process

and saves instructors' valuable time. File linking also enhances the student experience since access to
the file is consistently in context.

The instructor may need to sign in to their Google Workspace account to view and select their files.
After adding the Google file, the instructor can allow Class conversations to the file and align Goals
and Standards. The instructor can also add a description before saving. Instructors can view and edit
the Google file inline. The instructor can rename the file and control the student visibility. When the
instructor makes the file(s) visible to the student, their view is read-only.
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>4 Create Item

(e

CD unk

Assessment ~

Add a Google Workspace file to the course.

Upload an existing document

Files

] Topie2-Atoms B Understanding s Topie 3- Atoms _

Select the Google Workspace file.

Chemistry 101

Cloud Document Settings

8
E

Additional Tools

1~

als and standards
ign wih goals
Description

A presentation depicting the structure of Atoms for
Class Revisor

Define the file settings.

Course Content Items ~
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Chemistry 101

Topic 2 - Atoms Class Revision @ Hidden from swdents

© Visible to students

+-o e 8T a-k Q N\ - [ Background | Layout | Theme | Transition 8 felesse condons

Atoms

+ Smallest possible unit
into which matter can
be divided, while still
maintaining its
For exal what is the
sml!e:%ible unit
a logg essay can be
ST Ve Some meang?

TVEEF I

- neutrons
- electrons

+ The solar system is

commonly used as an

analogy fo describe the

. Click 1o add speaker notes.

Define student visibility settings.

chemisy 101
; - © wsiietostudens « |
Topic 2 - Atoms Class Revision E— OB
Themes x
+tv|s ¢ @ -k BN~ Background | Layout | Theme  Transition

A 1_0 ms Clck to add tle

+ Smallest possible unit Simpl Light
into which matter can

For mC) what is the
smallest’ OIblz unit

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
=
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

0 which a [0 essay can be Simple Dark
- electrons clctosaditte
* The solar system is
commonly used as an
analogy to describe the sivamina

B Click to add speaker notes.

import theme

Editing Google Workspace file inline.

Bookmark the release notes page for all the latest updates and information.

©2023 Anthology Inc. and its affiliates. All rights reserved.
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